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%ULHI�+LVWRU\�RI�6RPHUVKDP 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 

It may not seem like it today, but to appreciate the origins of Somersham and its           
importance you need to let your imagination run away with you a little. Imagine the road 
(the B1050) from Somersham to Colne Bluntisham and Earith is the sea shore. Imagine 
walking down the High Street and carry on past the old railway station towards Chatteris 
and you are walking out into saltmarsh. In fact by the time you are a few hundred yards 
beyond the station and you’ll be able to swim! 
 
For time immemorial the importance of Somersham was that it was the first dry land you 
reached when crossing the seas and saltmarshes from the Isle of Ely. Raised well above sea 
level, surrounded by thick woods which were filled with deer, wild boar and fruits of the 
forest Somersham was a natural place for early man to settle. In the Norris Museum in     
St Ives you can see a flint from Somersham that was part of an axe from the Lower    
Paleolithic era. Which tells us our ancestors were living in and around Somersham over 
200,000 years ago. 
 
From then on the area around the modern village was more or less in continuous         
occupation. Traces of post holes from iron age huts have been found along Parkhall Road 
and the Chatteris Road. The Romans too left their mark with remains of a Romano British 
villa being identified at Turkington Hill just north of the Chatteris Road and many coins and 
pottery shards were found in the vicinity.  
 
As is all too common in English history, we then enter something of a black hole until the 
end of the 10th century when it is clear that Somersham was a thriving manor, one of    
several in Cambridgeshire owned by the ealdorman Britnoth or Birtnoth, the subject of a 
well-known Anglo Saxon poem. Britnoth took an army of East Anglians down to Maldon to 
engage with a Viking invasion in 991AD.  According to a story propagated by the monks of 
Ely, they fed Britnoth and his   army after the Abbot of Ramsey refused. In return Birtnoth 
gifted to Ely many of his manors including that of Somersham should he die in battle.     
Maldon turned out to be a major victory to the Vikings, Somersham passed to the Abbey 
of Ely and a long running feud with the Abbot of Ramsey (who owned manors at Chatteris 
and St Ives) began. 
 
At the Norman Conquest Somersham had become a substantial settlement of probably 40 
families with livestock, three fishponds and ploughed fields. Shortly after the Conquest, Ely 
was promoted from a mere Abbey to being a cathedral. The importance of Somersham 
mushroomed with the influence of the diocese of Ely. Quite simply when the Bishop   
wanted to visit his other manors or travel to court in London, Somersham was the first dry 
land he came to. By the 12th century there was a manor house with gardens and by the 
middle of the 14th it had transformed itself into a palace. The bishop kept a boatman in 
Somersham to provide regular transport for him whenever he wanted to leave his island. 
Kings from Edward III to James I would from time to time pop into Somersham to visit and 
most importantly, enjoy the hunting. 
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And what about the other villagers. By 1221 a survey of Somersham appeared to show that 
the number of households, 45 were not significantly more than at   Domesday, yet when we 
look at the land holdings and the size of the farms they managed, it is clear the village had 
expanded. Marshlands were drained and forests cleared (“wasted”) to enlarge farms and 
grow more crops. By 1190 Somersham had a market on Thursdays and by 1319 a four day 
long fair on the feast of St John the  Baptist. On the eve of the Black Death a tax return of 
1327 shows there were at least 69 households in the village or at least 69 taxpayers! 
 
Throughout the middle ages there were disputes between the Abbot of Ramsey and the 
Bishop of Ely over the lands around Somersham. There were frequent incidents, fighting,  
cattle rustling and illegal hunting in an area known as Crowlodemor in the saltmarsh between 
Somersham and Chatteris.  
 
By the reign of the Tudors the palace at Somersham had been rebuilt in the contemporary 
style and probably looked like a scaled down version of Hampton Court. Elizabeth I liked it 
so much that she extorted it from the Bishop of Ely. The manor became crown lands and 
when Charles I gifted it to his wife Henrietta Maria, she enclosed much of the common land 
to the outrage of the local people. Control of the manor, and with it dominance over the 
village drifted over the next century before ending up in the possession of the Hammond 
family. The 17th century saw a gradual decline and when Anthony Hammond, once a minister 
of the crown ended up in the Fleet prison, the manor was sold and the purchaser the Earl of 
Manchester, finally had the decaying remnants of the palace demolished. 
 
But if the old order had crumbled, a new one was ushered in. Somersham soon found itself a 
hive of industry once more. Turnpike roads were built linking the town to Huntingdon and 
by the 1848 there was a railway link to St Ives and March and shortly after a branch line took 
passengers to Warboys and Ramsey. By 1866 there was gas and on the north side of a town 
a flourishing brick works too. Somersham grew and flourished.  
 
In World War Two fields to the south of the village were used as training grounds for special 
forces but Somersham was to experience a tragedy of its own. After a bombing raid on    
Aachen launched on the 5th October, one of the Wellington’s returning to base at Warboys 
lost control and the crew bailed out shortly before it ploughed into Somersham High Street. 
10 local people were killed in the disaster and a plaque on the wall on the north side of the 
High Street on the St Ives side of King Street commemorates the loss. 
 
Since the war Somersham has continued to grow and flourish. As traditional businesses and 
farming have employed fewer people, so the town has attracted more people who work 
elsewhere but enjoy the pleasures of living in the countryside. New estates have been built 
to the north and south of the crossroad that mark the centre of the community. Once a 
stringy settlement spread out along the High Street, today’s town is all but square in shape 
and with a population is 3,800. It has come a long way since the days of ealdorman Britnoth. 
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Passing acquaintance 
Somersham has had connections with a few interesting characters throughout its history. 
Neither Adam Easton nor Simon Langham ever (as far as recorded history can tell) visited 
Somersham Church, but both were vicars of Somersham. Simon was Lord Chancellor of  
England, then Archbishop of Canterbury and finally a cardinal in Avignon. Adam Easton too 
rose to be a cardinal in the papal court in Rome and ultimately second only to the pope  
himself. Catherine of Aragon remembered Somersham less fondly. She resisted all of Henry 
VIII’s attempts to send her to live in Somersham Palace after the coronation of Anne Boleyn. 
She was convinced that Somersham was malarious and Henry was hoping she would catch 
fever and conveniently die. In the end a compromise was reached and she was sent to    
Kimbolton Castle instead. Finally there was James Hammond, a famous (in his day) Elegiac 
poet of the mid-18th century. He was the son of Sir Anthony Hammond and was born and 
raised in Somersham and may (though we cannot be certain of this) have written many of his 
poems while he was here. A book of his poems ran to several editions and his work contin-
ued to be popular throughout the 19th century. 
 
Buildings and remnants 
Considering its long and rich history Somersham is not well blessed with buildings that     
reflect that. To pick out some of the best though, the 17th century barns on the High Street 
opposite King Street are fine examples of their type though and look out for the impressive 
fire hooks on the front. At the bottom of Church Street a sunken field on the west side of 
the road gives the outline of one of the larger mediaeval fish ponds used for keeping eels and 
perch for the bishop’s table. Carrying on down the lane you can make out the moat which is 
now all that remains of the bishop’s palace site. All trace of the buildings have now gone. 
 
The church is a lovely example of a mediaeval rustic church with a 12th century chancel, very 
plain and very much of its time. The main body of the church was added in the 14th century. 
note also the 14th century carved roof bosses. 
 
There is a fine red brick manor house half way along Parkhall Road on the east side probably 
also dating from the late 17th century. 
 
Finally look out for Somersham’ s rather special milestones. Mostly 18th century or early 19th 
they are an unusual legacy and have been well maintained.  
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&DUQLYDO�&RPPLWWHH� 

7HO��������������� 

 

&KDQJLQJ�/LYHV 

7HO�������������� 

 

&KULVWPDV�/LJKWV�:RUNLQJ�3DUW\ 

7HO�������������� 

 

&RPPXQLW\�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWUH��/LEUDU\� 

7HO�������������� 

 

1DWXUH�5HVHUYH�*URXS��/RFDO�1DWXUH�5HVHUYH� 

7HO�������������� 

 

7LPH�%DQN 

7HO�������������� 

 

9LFWRU\�+DOO�0DQDJHPHQW�&RPPLWWHH��7KH�9LFWRU\�+DOO��FRPPXQLW\�KDOO� 

7HO�������������� 

9ROXQWHHU�

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

/RFDO�2UJDQLVHG�(YHQWV 

 
&KULVWPDV�/LJKWV�VZLWFK-RQ—�VW�'HFHPEHU 

 

&DUQLYDO�ZHHN—PLG�-XQH 

 

)ORZHU�)HVWLYDO—-XQH�-XO\ 

 

/RFDO�1DWXUH�5HVHUYH—HYHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU 

 

2SHQ�*DUGHQV—-XQH�-XO\ 

 

3LFQLF�LQ�WKH�3DUN—RXWGRRU�PXVLF�HYHQW—$XJXVW 

 

6RPHUVKDP�6SULQW���N�DQG���N�—$XWXPQ—%LDQQXDO�HYHQW 

 

7KH�+DQGOHEDUGV—2XWGRRU�WKHDWUH—6XPPHU� 
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��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

&KXUFKHV� 
 

6W�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��&KXUFK�6WUHHW��6RPHUVKDP 

0LQLVWHU��5HY�6XVDQ�6LPSVRQ�7HO�������������� 

 

6RPHUVKDP�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��+LJK�6WUHHW��6RPHUVKDP 

 
&RPPXQLW\�)DFLOLWLHV� 
&RPPXQLW\�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWUH��/LEUDU\���&KXUFK�6WUHHW��6RPHUVKDP 

7HO�������������� 
 

0LOOHQQLXP�3DYLOLRQ�DQG�6SRUWV�)LHOG��7KH�7UXQGOH 

%RRNLQJV��$OH[�6FULYHQ�-�������������� 

2IILFH��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 
 

1RUZRRG�5RRP��1RUZRRG��%XLOGLQJ��3DUNKDOO�5RDG 

%RRNLQJV��$OH[�6FULYHQ�-��������������� 

(PDLO�-��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 
 

1RUZRRG�3OD\LQJ�)LHOG�	�0XOWL�6SRUWV�$UHD 

%RRNLQJV��$OH[�6FULYHQ—������������� 

(PDLO�-��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 
 

6RPHUVKDP�	�3LGOH\�7LPH�%DQN��1RUZRRG�%XLOGLQJ��3DUNKDOO�5RDG��6RPHUVKDP 

7LPH�%DQN�FR-RUGLQDWRU�$QQD�&KLYHUV�7HO�������������� 
 

6TXDVK�&RXUW 

%RRNLQJV��$OH[�6FULYHQ�-��������������� 

(PDLO�-��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 
 

6WDOOV�DW�7KH�&URVV��FKDULW\�VWDOOV�RQO\� 

%RRNLQJV��$OH[�6FULYHQ�-��������������� 

(PDLO�-��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 

 

 

�)DFLOLWLHV�DQG�6HUYLFHV 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

%RRNLQJV�IRU� 

0XOWL-6SRUWV�$UHD��6TXDVK�&RXUWV��1RUZRRG�3OD\LQJ�)LHOG��DQG�&KDULW\�VWDOOV�
DW�7KH�&URVV�-�$OH[�6FULYHQ�-��������������� 
RU�HPDLO�-��ERRNLQJV#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 

 

0LOOHQQLXP�3DYLOLRQ�DQG�6SRUWV�)LHOG�–�$OH[�6FULYHQ�-��������������RU 

HPDLO��-�DGPLQ#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 

 

9LFWRU\�+DOO�%RRNLQJV�-��������������� 

 

6SRUWLQJ�$FWLYLWLHV� 
· -ROO\�$UFKHUV�-�'DYLG�*DOH�-�HPDLO��GDYLGJDOH��#KRWPDLO�FRP 

· %DOOHW�-�*DLO�%XUJHVV�-��������������RU�HPDLO�JDLOSRPIUHW�#KRWPDLO�FRP� 

· 6RPHUVKDP�7RZQ�)RRWEDOO�&OXE�-�� 

· 7DQJ�6RR�'R�-�&ROLQ�0DQQ�-��������������RU�HPDLO��FQP#DPEX�FRP 

 

8QLIRUPHG�2UJDQLVDWLRQV� 
· �QG�6RPHUVKDP�%URZQLHV�-��*HRUJLQD�)URJOH\��������������RU�HPDLO� 

JHRUJLQDIURJOH\#OLYH�FR�XN 

· �VW�6RPHUVKDP�*XLGHV�-��9LNNL�+RYHOO��������������RU�HPDLO 
VRPHUVKDPJXLGHV#JPDLO�FRP 

 

&KLOGUHQ¶V�5HFUHDWLRQDO�$FWLYLWLHV� 

· 5DLQERZ�&KLOGUHQ¶V�&HQWUH�-��$PDQGD�%R\GHQ����������������RU�HPDLO� 
VRPHUVKDPFKLOGUHQVFHQWUH#FDPEULGJHVKLUH�JRY�XN 

· ;SORUHUV��3ULPDU\�6FKRRO�DJH���-�6KDURQ�&XVZRUWK���������������RU�HPDLO 
�VKDURQ#FXVZRUWK�FRP 

 

3DULVK�9ROXQWDU\��&RPPXQLW\�*URXSV��6SRUWV�&OXEV��
6RFLDO�&OXEV�DQG�6RFLHWLHV 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

%XV�6HUYLFH� 

 

0DLQ�EXV�RSHUDWRUV�LQ�+XQWLQJGRQVKLUH� 

 

6WDJH�FRDFK�-�ZZZ�VWDJHFRDFKEXV�FRP 

 

:KLSSHW�-��ZZZ�JR-ZKLSSHW�FR�XN 

 

,I�EXV�VHUYLFH�QXPEHU�LV�NQRZQ�JR�WR�ZZZ�FDPEULGJHVKLUH�JRY�XN�WUDQVSRUW�
DURXQG�EXVHV� 

 

5DLOZD\�6WDWLRQV� 

1HDUHVW�VWDWLRQ��LV�+XQWLQJGRQ� 

%UDPSWRQ�5RDG 
+XQWLQJGRQ 
3(����%3� 

 

)RU�WUDLQ�WLPHV�ORJ�LQWR�ZZZ�QDWLRQDOUDLO�FR�XN�RU�SKRQH�7UDLQOLQH�&XVWRPHU�
6HUYLFH�RQ�������������� 

 

&DPEULGJH�VWDWLRQ 
6WDWLRQ�5G�� 
&DPEULGJH� 
&%���-:� 

7UDQVSRUW 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

 
'HQWLVW�3UDFWLFH�� 
 

6W�,YHV 

 

6RPHUVKDP 

 

 

'RFWRUV�6XUJHULHV�� 
 

 

3DUNKDOO�6XUJHU\��3DUNKDOO�5RDG��6RPHUVKDP 

7HO�������������� 

+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

%ULWLVK�7HOHFRP�IDXOW�UHSRUWLQJ� 

/LQHV�RSHQ�����$0-�����30���GD\V�D�ZHHN�RU�YLVLW�KWWSV���ZZZ�EW�FRP�KHOS�UHSRUW-
DQG-WUDFN-\RXU-EW-SUREOHP 

· )RU�IUHH�RQ�D�%7�OLQH���� 
· )RU�IUHH�RQ�D�QRQ-%7�OLQH������������� 
· )URP�D�PRELOH��������������WKHUH�PD\�EH�D�FKDUJH�� 
 

(OHFWULFLW\�KHOSOLQH� 

· 8.�3RZHU�1HWZRUNV��ZZZ�XNSRZHUQHWZRUNV�FR�XN�*HQHUDO�HQTXLUHV����������
������/LQHV�RSHQ�0RQGD\�WR�)ULGD\�����DP�WR�����SP� 

· (PHUJHQF\���������������-�IUHH�WR�FDOO�IURP�D ODQGOLQH�RU�D�PRELOH�SKRQH�� 

· 5HJLVWHU�IRU�WH[W�PHVVDJHV�GXULQJ D�SRZHU�FXW 
,I�\RXU�SRZHU¶V�RII��ZH�FDQ�NHHS�\RX�XSGDWHG�ZLWK�WH[W�PHVVDJHV��7KHVH�ZLOO�OHW�
\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�RXU�UHSDLU�ZRUNV�DUH�JRLQJ��DQG�JLYH�\RX�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�WLPH�WKDW�
\RXU�SRZHU�ZLOO�EH�VZLWFKHG�EDFN�RQ� 

· 7R UHJLVWHU�IRU�WKLV�VHUYLFH WH[W�µ3RZHU¶�IROORZHG�E\�\RXU�SRVWFRGH�WR��������)RU�
H[DPSOH��3RZHU�3(����+( 

· 3ULRULW\�VHUYLFHV�GXULQJ�D�SRZHU�FXW 
:H�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�VRPH�SHRSOH�PD\�QHHG�H[WUD�VXSSRUW�GXULQJ�D�SRZHU�FXW��)XOO�
GHWDLOV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�WKH�DGGUHVV�EHORZ� 

ZZZ�XNSRZHUQHWZRUNV�FR�XN�LQWHUQHW�HQ�SRZHU-FXWV�SULRULW\-VHUYLFHV-GXULQJ-D-
SRZHU-FXW 

 

*DV�+HOSOLQH� 

1DWLRQDO�*ULG�(PHUJHQF\�/LQH�RQ������������� 

:DWHU�KHOSOLQH� 

ZZZ�FDPEULGJH-ZDWHU�FR�XN�SKRQH�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFHV�WHDP��������������� 

(PHUJHQF\�6HUYLFHV 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 

)LUH�6HUYLFH 1RQ–�HPHUJHQF\�
GHWDLOV�7HO� �������������� 

$GGUHVV� 
)LUH�6HUYLFH�+HDGTXDUWHUV 
+LQFKLQJEURRNH�&RWWDJH 
%UDPSWRQ�5RDG 
+XQWLQJGRQ 
&DPEULGJHVKLUH 
3(����1$� 

3ROLFH�QRQ�HPHUJHQF\�FDOOV—'LDO���� 
��� LV�DYDLODEOH����KRXUV�D�GD\����GD\V�D�
ZHHN��7KH�V\VWHP�LV�VPDUW�DQG�ZLOO�LGHQWLI\�
ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�FDOOLQJ�IURP�DQG�FRQQHFW�
\RX�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO�SROLFH�IRU�WKDW�DUHD� 

$OWHUQDWLYH�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV 
&DPEULGJHVKLUH�&RQVWDEXODU\ 
+HDGTXDUWHUV 
+LQFKLQJEURRNH�3DUN 
+XQWLQJGRQ 
&DPEULGJHVKLUH 
3(����13 
������������ 



��� 

$OORWPHQWV 

&ROQH�5RDG��6RPHUVKDP 

&RQWDFW� 
+DUYH\�)HRIIHHV�&KDULW\�&RPPLWWHH 

-XGLWK�%XOODUG��&OHUN�WR�WKH�+DUYH\�)HRIIHHV�&KDULW\��RQ�������������� 

 

&KDSHO�)LHOGV��RII�.LQJ�6WUHHW��6RPHUVKDP 

&RQWDFW� 
7KH�6RPHUVKDP�	�'LVWULFW�6PDOOKROGLQJV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�/WG� 
 

 

5HIXVH�DQG�UHF\FOLQJ�FROOHFWLRQ�GD\V� 
'RPHVWLF�:DVWH�HYHU\�RWKHU�7KXUVGD\ 

0L[HG�'U\�HYHU\�RWKHU�7KXUVGD\ 

*DUGHQ�:DVWH�HYHU\�RWKHU�:HGQHVGD\ 

 

1HDUHVW�5HF\FOLQJ�&HQWUHV 
%OXQWLVKDP�5HF\FOLQJ�&HQWUH��+HDOWK�5RDG��%OXQWLVKDP�3(����/4 

:HHNHQG�KRXUV�$SULO�WR�6HSWHPEHU��DP�WR��SP 

:HHNGD\�KRXUV�$SULO�WR�6HSWHPEHU��DP�WR��SP 

:HHNHQG�KRXUV�2FWREHU�WR�0DUFK��DP�WR��SP 

:HHNHQG�KRXUV�2FWREHU�WR�0DUFK��DP�WR��SP 

 

 

 

 

6HUYLFHV 

6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN 



��� 

 
6RPHUVKDP�:HOFRPH�3DFN�SURGXFHG�E\� 

 

6RPHUVKDP�3DULVK�&RXQFLO 

7KH�1RUZRRG�%XLOGLQJ 

3DUNKDOO�5RDG 

6RPHUVKDP 

&DPEULGJHVKLUH�3(����+( 

 

7HO�������������� 

 

(PDLO��FOHUN#VRPHUVKDP-SF�JRY�XN 
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