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 Hello Somersham 
 
This year marks the 25

th
 Anniversary of the first ever Somersham Community Newsletter called “Voices” which 

was originally published on 1
st
 December 1999. It was written and compiled by Janice, Jennet and Marilyn with 

a contribution from John Pearce which mentions the carved village sign (which at  
present is down for repair). You can find a copy of this original issue in the centre pages 
of this edition.  
 
It is nice to report some success – the charging points are up and running at the  
Norwood car park and can be located on the “Zapmap” App. There are four bays active:-
two rapid bays and two fast bays. 
 

Some more good news - Somersham Carnival will be taking place next year on 
Saturday 28th June. 

  
The long-awaited improvements to Station Approach and Chatteris Road started on the 
16

th 
of October and will run until 16

th
 December. I can’t wait to see this job done. 

 
Now for some bad news - the Remembrance Day Parade has been scaled down this 
year owing to road closure rules and regulations….but we will still be remembering…. 
Next year we hope to be able to comply with the road closure rules and hold a full  
Remembrance Day parade. 
 
Also, unfortunately on the weekend of the19th October, both commemorative trees on 
the Norwood Playing Field were vandalised and broken. These trees were planted in 
celebration of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee at the Norwood playing field for the 
community to enjoy. The Parish Council are reviewing CCTV to identify the offenders 
and we hope to be able to replace these trees if possible.  
Due to ongoing costs we are unable to keep reinstating property damaged in this 
way. 
 
Ending with an interesting fact, in England Parish Councils were formed exactly 130 
years ago under the Local Government Act 1894. 
 
And we still have parish councillor vacancies – want to be part of the solution?  
Come on,  join the gang! (Details on page three ) 
 

Daryl Potter, Somersham Parish Council Chairman 

 
Planning permission has been approved for a new sea container at 

the Millennium Pavilion which will be utilised as a Repair Café, 
which is a free meeting place where you will find tools and materials 

to help make any repairs you need. People can bring along their  
broken items from home, lend a hand with other repairs, or just 

have a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. 
 

A new play surface is due to be laid at the Norwood play area which 
will replace the existing bark surface. 

 
Sadly our anticipated environmental drop-in session has had to be  
postponed, but we hope to have a scheduled date in the new year. 
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Responsible to  

All people resident within the Parish  

Regular liaison with  
Other councillors, local authorities, residents  

Period of service  
Four years with possible extension.  

Salary  
This is an unpaid position with some expenses able to be 
paid in certain cases.  

 
Main purpose 

To represent the views of all residents within your parish.  
 
Secondary purpose  

• As part of a local council you will have  
  responsibility for running local services which may  
  include: open spaces, play areas, village halls,  
community car schemes and potentially much more.  

• To decide on how much to raise through the Council Tax 
in order to deliver your council’s services. 

 
• To influence and shape the long term development  

policy for the parish, and as part of the planning  
process, comment on planning applications in the parish.  
 

• Improve the quality of life and the environment in their 
local area.  

 
• Work to identify issues which are important to the lives 

of the residents you represent. 
  
• Work to bring about improvements through local  

projects, lobbying other service providers and working in 
partnership with other parishes and agencies.  

 
 

Support and training will be provided. Please email  
executiveofficer@somersham-pc.gov.uk to apply. 

S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

Would you like to be a 
Parish Councillor ? 

    

STALLS AT THE CROSS 
 

JULY/AUG/SEPT 24 
 

6th July 2024- Friends of Somersham Church £181.50 
7th September 2024 - Friends of Somersham Parish Church 

£245.50.  
 

Facilities For Hire! 

 
Looking for a venue for a Party  

or Group Activity? 
 

Did you know that there is an  
excellent venue within Somersham that you could 

hire at a very reasonable rate?  
 

 
The Millennium  
Pavilion, off The  
Trundle is probably 
best known as the 
place to play football 
but other groups also 
use its facilities -  

including sewing groups, local organisations, Girl 
Guides, as well as the Parish Council for regular 
meetings. 

Our Squash Court is located in the 
Norwood Building,  

Parkhall Road  
(adjacent to The Victory Hall) 
Only £5 per 45min session. 

 
 

Call 01487 841359 or email  
admin@somersham-pc.gov.uk  

For enquiries and information on any of the above 
Call : 01487 841359 or Email  

admin@somersham-pc.gov.uk 

Norwood multi-sports area 
FREE all weather area 

  
Please advise the office at Somersham Parish Council on 

01487 841359 
if tennis nets are required. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2024 2025 
 

Parish Council meetings are held in the      

Millennium Pavilion, The Trundle, Somersham PE28 3JS with  

a prompt start of 7.30 pm. 

Agendas and Minutes can be found on the  

council’s website somersham-pc.gov.uk 

 

Monday 16th December 2024 

Monday 13th January 2025 

Monday 10th February 2025 
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Are you looking for a new interest? 
Would you like to make some new friends? 

Can you spare one Tuesday evening each month? 
We think that our contribution helps to keep hundreds (yes, literally hundreds!)  

of Somersham people happy and healthy.   
What do we do?                          

What could you contribute?  DIY experience?   
Computer skills? Record keeping?  Gardening? 

You would be surprised at the wide range of things we  

talk and learn about.  Sometimes free training is  

available and this month it is about fire safety. 

We sometimes go into local places   
   you have never seen! 

To join our team you are required to live in Somersham. 

All ages from 18 are welcome.  We need 3 more people so you could come  
with a friend or partner. 

 Our names are Richard, Lesley, Sarah, Mary, 
Eddie, Elaine, Tony, Kathy, Dick, Brenda.  

We are the trustees of the Somersham Victory Hall.  
 

S O M E R S H A M 4 U  



 

5 

 

SOMERSHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
 
 
It is the time of year we can look forward to cosy nights in with a good book, or come and make yourself comfortable in the library, we 
have a large selection of books plus a few magazines if you want to come in and while away some time. Check out our notice boards to 
see what's going on locally. Our book display is changed regularly with current and relevant books to borrow. We have free Wi-Fi, and the 
use of our public computers for borrowers; as well as laminating, printing and photocopying facilities for a small fee. If you are not  
already a library borrower, that can easily and quickly be remedied - just bring along a form of ID. Children have an excellent area all for 
themselves, with many books and a few toys, tables and chairs - adults can make themselves comfortable too. 
 
We hope you managed to attend our annual November bumper coffee morning fundraising event, kindly hosted by Nicola and  
Matthew, in the Rose and Crown. There were many bargains to be had on our various stalls, along with delicious homemade cakes to  
enjoy. 

We will once again be involved in the Christmas Tree Festival   with our own display. The Tree will be taken back to the library at the 
end of the festival to join the decorations the volunteers will have been busy putting up.  
 
Everyone is very welcome to join us for our Christmas coffee morning in the library on Saturday 
21st Dec. @ 10.30.  Enjoy the local entertainment, try your luck with the raffle, have a mince 
pie, shortbread biscuit and a cuppa - for which a donation to help support us is appreciated.  
 
Our last opening day for the festive season is Monday 23rd Dec, reopening on Thursday 2nd Jan 25 

Check our website: Somershamlibrary.org.uk  OR come in and talk to us    
 
Other ways to support your library: 
Become a Friend of Somersham Library (FOSL) by paying a small annual subscription.  
Attend our events and support us by buying raffle tickets and goods for sale. 
Become a volunteer - Your Library Needs You!    
We would love to welcome new volunteers to join our current team. We welcome a variety of skills and we will endeavour to match your 
skills to what the Library requires. We ask that you give a flexible two hours a week of your time, or more if you choose. Basic training is 
provided to help you become a valued and confident volunteer and you will have the opportunity to learn further skills.                                                                                                                                      
If you are interested in joining us please pick up a Volunteer Registration form from the Library or leave your details for our volunteer 
liaison, who will then contact you.  

Community News 
S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

 
 
 
 
 

We are always happy to welcome visitors and especially new members! We offer a wide ranging programme of talks and events each year, 
and are especially pleased to say we will be ‘poppy bombing’ the Church for the Remembrance Day celebration in November! This is  
particularly to commemorate the 80th anniversary of D-Day and to remember the service and sacrifice of so many armed forces around the 
world. 
 
There are many local events in the village and we always enjoy supporting the Carnival, Christmas Lights, the Flower Festival in the  
summer and the Christmas Tree Festival. The Borneo Girls came to talk to us before their trip and we are looking forward to their  
exhibition in November of photos & videos from their expedition – big congratulations to these young ladies! 
 
A few of our recent favourite evenings for your interest: a very interesting talk on Forensic Science, plus we heard about the history of 
Burlesque Dancing and enjoyed a lively demonstration! We’ve had a talk on the history of Madame Tussauds and soon in November a talk 
on Sugarcraft. Our WI member Rev Sue gave us a wonderful presentation on her amazing walk along the Camino de Santiago during her 
sabbatical - we are in awe of her resilience and determination! 
 
We had lots of fun at our Summer Garden Tea Party and really indulged ourselves with an Afternoon Tea at Carriages – all that food!!    
 
There’s a great programme lined up for 2025 and we look forward to welcoming you at the Millennium. 
 

3rd Tuesday of the month at the Millennium Pavilion at 7.15 for a 7.30 p.m. start 
There is a small visitor’s fee of £5   
   
For more information please contact either 
Claire Callan, President 01354 693546 or Mary Slevin, Secretary 01487 209426 

SOMERSHAM WOMENS INSTITITUE 
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Community News 

Yesterday’s News 
The first edition of Somersham Community Newsletter - Dec 1999 
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Community News 

S O M E R S H A M 4 U  
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S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

Community News 
SOMERSHAM TOWN YOUTH F.C. 

Over 10% of the population of Somersham are involved with the club, which means we really are part of the community and proud of it!!! 
 In the past 2 years we have formed a committee, invested in kit and equipment,  

opened a tea bar and formed a solid base to support our 7 teams. 
 

Both the quality of our pitches (thank you to Martin) and welcoming tea bar are praised by visiting supporters and our parents alike. 
This close season a majority of our teams decided not to take a break and whilst the Millennium pitches rested in July, the men’s team made 
West End available to allow continuous training. I would never have thought of fitness training for 12 year old's, well done Mark and Stuart. 
As a community club we have felt providing a outlet for our children was more important than results, but I now realise it takes a season to 

build a team! The results so far have been impressive to say the least, The Under 7’s and Under 15’s are going through a transition, Ryan and 
Joe are more than capable of seeing this through. 

 
As I write this, the under 12’s and under 13’s are top of or in the running in their respective leagues, a big well done to Lewis/Kevin/Mark and 
Stuart! League tables are not published for U8, u9 or u10, but given the results of all 3 it is likely they will be moved up a league at the end of 

this quarter. Well done Neil/Stuart/Tomasz/Jake and Simon.  
 

A special mention to our under 10’s,last season as U9’s the parents and players kept going even though they did not win one game! This 
 season they have won 3 of the last 4, which shows it takes time to build a team, a big thank you to the parents,  

players and coaches with keeping the faith. 
 

THANK YOU for the continued support of the village, we will have a stall at the school fayre on the 6 th December, hopefully see you there! 
 

Please come along and support our youth Saturday weekly 10am at the Millennium Sports Field, The Trundle  
and enjoy a bacon roll with cup of tea. 
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Autumn has been a busy time on the Nature Reserve with two of our biggest events of the 
year – Lake Fun Day and Apple Day. Neither of these events would have happened if it  
wasn’t for a dedicated group of people including Tim from the Angling Club, Paula from 
Timebank and Adam from the Nature Reserve.  
 
Lake Fun Day in September saw over 80 children have a chance to experience angling first 
hand thanks to volunteer angling coaches. The Environment Agency bought their mobile 
aquarium which gave people a chance to see some of the fishy residents of the lake close up. 
Somersham Scouts were in charge of the BBQ and raised over £600 towards the rebuilding  
of their new hut. 
 
October saw the focus move from the lake 
to the Community Orchard for the annual 
Apple Day and the Great Somersham Bake 
Off with over 200 people coming to  
celebrate all things apple. 

 
Now the main events are over, our focus on the nature reserve turns towards winter  
management. Our monthly work parties have re-started on the 1st Sunday of the month 
starting at 9.30am at the containers at the Springfield entrance to the reserve.  
 

 

Somersham Angling Club 
 

S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

Community News 
Somersham Nature Reserve 

 
Earlier this year a new picnic 

bench was installed at the lake 
by the new teaching platform. 

  
The bench was funded through 

a grant awarded by the  
Environmental Agency and 

makes a lovely addition to this 
part of the lake. 
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Community News 
S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

HAVE YOUR SAY  !! 
 

Do you have any upcoming events that you wish to let the  
people of Somersham know about? 

 
Have you any news or information that you think would  

benefit members of our community? 
 

Has anyone you know, or yourselves, been  
involved or will be involved, in any activity,  

adventure or achievement that you are proud to share? 

If so we would love to hear from you.  

 
Please use  

somersham4u.newsletter@somersham-pc.gov.uk  
for content and matters relating to the newsletter 

Contact the editorial team 
Irene Healiss    Jane Turney 

Nicola David    Daryl Potter    Christine Dolby    Dianna Skeggs 
 

01487 841359  
or 

somersham4U.newsletter@somersham-pc.gov.uk 

Deadline for next issue 
30th January 2025 

B E  PA R T  O F  T H E  N E X T  S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

23 Feb 1874 Major Walter Clopton Wingfield patented an outdoor game he called ‘Sphairistike’, later known as lawn 
tennis. Eventually it was adopted by the All England Croquet Club which sponsored the first Wimbledon  
championships in 1877. 
 
17 Jan 1912 Captain Robert Falcon Scott reached the South Pole, only to find that the Norwegian Roald Amundsen 
had beaten him by one month. 
 
2 Feb 1914 The very first Cub Scout pack was formed in England, the first pack being in Robertsbridge, Sussex,  
although the Cub Scout movement was not formally founded until 1916. By the end of that year there were 6,000 Cub 
Scouts and 20 years later the number stood at more than 150,000. 
 
13 Jan 1964 Capital Records grudgingly released the first Beatles record, ‘I 
Wanna Hold Your Hand’, in the US to, as they said 'see how it goes’. It became 
their fastest selling single ever. Within only three weeks, a million copies had 
been sold. 
 
15 Feb 1971 The British Government launched a new, decimal currency across 
the country. The familiar pound (£), shilling (s) and pence (d) coins that had 
been in existence for more than 1000 years were to be phased out in the space 
of 18 months in favour of a system with 100 pennies to the pound rather than 240. 

 

28 Jan 2014 Police stopped a learner driver for speeding on the M62 in West Yorkshire. She 
was accompanied only by her pet parrot. 'Since parrots are not allowed to supervise learner 
drivers, her vehicle has been seized,' police tweeted. 
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Community News 
S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

 
Somersham Friendship Club hosted a fabulous 100th  

birthday party for Ivy Kimber on Tuesday 24th September. 
 

 Ivy has lived in Somersham all her life and is very well 
known and loved by many Somersham residents. She was 
born in the Windmill and ran the Fish and Chip shop for 

many years. She received over 80 cards and many flowers 
and gifts including a lovely bouquet from Somersham  

Parish Council. 
 

 

Heritage Exhibition 
 

It was most gratifying to see so many people attend the Heritage Exhibition that the Friends of the Church held in mid-October.  There 
was a steady stream of people throughout the two days with quite a lot of people coming back on Sunday afternoon having already 
been on the Saturday.  This exhibition, coupled with the slide show of old photographs of the village, which was held earlier this year to 

a packed audience in the Church, shows that there is considerable  
interest in the rich history of Somersham.   
The exhibition was a display of much of my research for the last sixteen years or more, 
much of which is in the seven books that I have published.  I have amassed  
a considerable number of copies of old photographs of the village, over 700 at last 
count and I am most grateful to all those people who have allowed me to scan and 
save old photographs that they have.  It is always exciting for me when ‘new’  
photographs are discovered. At the exhibition, an elderly gentleman who used to live 
in Somersham, came along with several old photographs that I have never seen and 
he gave them to me. The opportunity to see and scan photographs of buildings or 

events in the past is invaluable, we need to preserve our heritage for the present and future generations. If you do come across old 
photographs that you think that I would be interested in I would be most willing to borrow and scan them.   
Alan Draper   

 

The Gardens of Windsor Court, Feoffes Road, Somersham. 
 

This prominent building in Feoffes Road was originally built in 1970 and after a major upgrade re-opened in April 1993 to house retired  
residents over 60 years old. It currently has 19 single persons flats together with a shared lounge, laundry, guest facilities and a large garden. 
There have been a number of owners over the years and is currently managed by Chorus Homes. 
One resident, Ivy Nesbit now aged 85, has been a resident for 13 years, and six years ago decided that she would try and make the entrance 
gardens a much nicer and attractive area than they were.  Ivy embarked on clearing the raised beds of old bushes and debris and purchased 
plants to brighten the beds, it was hard work. Since then Ivy has continued to make the Windsor Court frontage a delight to see, and visitors 
often stop to admire the beautiful flowers and chat to Ivy as she goes about her work. The gardens are quite extensive with beds at the front, 
side and back of the building including a greenhouse which all receive the same care and attention. 
Ivy says that although the gardens at Windsor Court are a lot of work, she thoroughly enjoys it, and it helps to keep her fit  and healthy. In the 
past she has been awarded a number of certificates from Luminus and Chorus for her contribution to the neighbourhood, however after recent  
management changes this recognition has unfortunately ceased. Over the years Ivy has thoughtfully planted a rose bush for each resident she 
knew that passed away. Ivy continues to look for new projects for the gardens and is currently working 
towards making  more beds at the back of the Court where there is already an extensive lawn for  
residents to use and enjoy. 
Ivy organises a regular Wednesday ‘Coffee Morning’ for all residents and friends, these take place from 
10.00am to 12 noon and they recommenced on Wednesday September 4th. She also likes to arrange 
birthday parties for residents whenever they have a ‘special’ birthday to celebrate. 
 
Ivy has a strong community spirit and the gardens she lovingly tends are both admired and appreciated 
by the residents and many Somersham folk passing by this important part of the village community. 
 
She is truly one of Somersham’s ‘unsung heroes’. 
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Community News 
S O M E R S H A M 4 U  

 
St John the Baptist Church                                                                                                                              

 
The Church is open every day in daylight hours for you to have a look around, take time out to enjoy the peace or say a 

prayer. I survived my Sabbatical – walking over 800km in Spain and was lucky with the weather. I also visited our 
linked Diocese in South India visiting churches, schools and hospitals. It was an amazing experience. It is amazing to 

think that we are back in Autumn and thinking towards Christmas.  
Thankyou so much for all your support for our events last year including the flower festival. Throughout the year we have raised money 

which will help pay for the upkeep of our historical church building including the maintenance of the wall in the churchyard.  We have been 
able to sponsor a young boy called Francis from Uganda through World Vision and made donations to Water Aid, Romsey Mill  

(a charity in England for those with mental health challenges), The Children’s Society and The National Churches Trust.  
 

Events Coming Up  
Christmas Tree Festival in church on Saturday 30th Nov. – Sunday 1st Dec. Come and see the beautifully decorated and unique trees  
representing our community. Refreshments and Craft stall. Also open after the light switch-on (1st December).  
Christingle Service Sunday 8th December at 4pm. Enjoy the beauty of a church full of lit candles as we remember that Jesus is the light  
of the world.  
Candlelight Carol Concert with Somersham Town Band Friday 13th December 7pm 
Messy Church ‘Christmas’ Sunday 15th December 4pm for all things Christmassy.. 
Brookfield Carols Wednesday 18th December 11am  
Candlelight Carol Service – Bible Readings & Carols, Candles, Guest Musicians and Mulled Wine… Monday 16th December 7pm  
(yes, it is a Monday as we have busy musicians joining us).  
Nativity Service on Christmas Eve at 4pm – We have lots of shepherds, angel and Kings (at least 3) costumes for you to take part in our 
child and baby friendly nativity.  
Christmas Day – a family communion (and bring a present you’ve received) 10.30am with refreshments.  
Regular events are  on the weekly sheet which can be found in the back of the church. 

 
 

2024 Switch On at The Cross - 7pm, Sunday 1 Dec 
 

Join us for the annual Switch On event with live carols led by 

Somersham Town Band, the Grand Draw with a first prize 

of £200 plus a special visit from Father Christmas. 

 

Raffle tickets will be on sale from 1 Nov every Saturday 

morning outside Tesco and also at shops and businesses 

throughout the village. The draw will take place after the 

lights have been switched on with prizes being donated by 

individuals and local businesses. 
 

      The Somersham Christmas Lights Working Party are always 

looking for new volunteers for a variety of roles. No experience is 

necessary so please contact Mervyn & Kathleen Greaves for more 

details on 07895 312476 or at k.greaves1@talktalk.net 

   


